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Recommendations of the Association of Asia Pacific Physical Societies (AAPPS)
2nd Workshop on Women in Physics
Shanghai, Nov 13-14, 2010,
Submitted to the AAPPS Council Meeting on Nov 14, 2010

Since the first International Workshop on Asian Women in Physics was held in Pohang,
Korea in November 2005, the representation of women in physics in the Asia Pacific region
has improved to a certain extent, but is still far from ideal. Many governments internationally
have identified that economic prosperity is dependent on innovation in science and
technology. Research has also identified that innovation is advanced and optimized by
diversity which includes having gender diversity.

On Nov 13-14, 2010, the Association of Asia Pacific Physical Societies and the Chinese
Physical Society sponsored the AAPPS 2nd Workshop on Women in Physics. The meeting
was hosted by Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU), and funded by the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, the National Natural Science Foundation of China, Shanghai Women's
Federation, SJTU Women's Committee, Institute of Physics (UK), and L’Oreal China. Over
50 people from 10 countries and regions attended, with more than 20 presentations on the
current situation of women in physics in these regions, including the activities of the various
Working Groups on Women in Physics.

Three panel discussions were held, and as a result the following recommendations were
proposed for approval by the AAPPS Council.

1. AAPPS should continue to support its Working Group on Women in Physics
(WGWIP), and request all Member Societies to establish their own WGWIP if they
have not yet done so.

2. Member Societies should delegate their WGWIP to convene meetings to examine the
issues of women in physics at least annually, and ensure the presence of council
members and invited male speakers at these meetings. Collective decision in
partnership with male colleagues is essential for the successful implementation of any
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actions to improve the representation of women in physics to realize the full human
potential for optimized physics discovery and innovation.

Member Societies should increase their range of interaction with all sectors of society
to include schools, industry and government agencies, so that physics can meet all
walks of life and attract girls and boys alike, thus increasing the potential participation
of women in physics.

The results of this and all future workshops should be disseminated through all
possible media. Interactive sessions with the media should be envisaged for future
WGWIP meetings at AAPPS conferences.
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